District NYI Council Meeting

5/6/06

Members present: Jennifer Chase, Tag Griffin, Nathan McGehee, Jeff Miller, Mitzi Howard, Collin Borger, Rick Shewell, Nate Roskam, Jill Osborne, Rachael Allen, Larry Crosley, Bill Gartung, Aaron Larson, Jeff Edmiston, Rich Vasquez, Jen Vasquez

Meeting called to order at 9:15 a.m.

Rich passed around mileage reimbursement forms, contact forms, etc.

Rich asked everyone to introduce him or herself and name their favorite breakfast cereal.

District training update with Nate Roskam. Nate said that there are 7 regional trainers on our region. Nate went to District Leadership Conference (DLC) when he moved on this district. Regional trainers work on curriculum that is denominationally based to share the love of Jesus in the Wesleyan holiness tradition. A lot of denominations don’t have a person to help train their youth workers. These seminars are pretty inexpensive. Fingerpainting is the newest seminar created for teachers. It redefines the role of teacher—how it is seen in the whole story of God. His goal is to do one training per spring plus one training in the SLC area in the fall. The next training seminar will be more on compassion, ministry and mission in community. These seminars are practical and cause a paradigm shift in your teachers to transform their ministry. 

Jennifer Chase asked if this would be an avenue to have a “sense of district” training or a ministry fair, or how can we get more participation from churches on the district. Rich responded that his email contact list has been the best way to communicate and get the word out about district events. Communication always starts from this council group, as well. There is a lot of turnover on the district constantly. Jennifer commented that for all the work that is done to create a district, why do we have a district if there is the idea that we don’t need a district (in some churches)? Aaron commented that there has been a lot better communication now, solid dates on calendar, more organization than there was 2 years ago when he first moved to the district.

Treasurer’s report from Rich. Jon MacDonald is our treasurer and he is gone to the Ukraine. The report that has been handed out is the same report that the District Finance Committee received on 4/25/06. This report shows the current balances and the approved budget for 2006-2007. Contact Jon if you have questions about this report.

Motion passes to accept the treasurer’s report.

Summer camps. Last year we had 3 camps; this year we will have 2. Hopefully we can have 2 camps for a long time for consistency. Tag and Dean Barnes will direct 7th-9th camp. 100 kids are registered for this camp. 9th-12th grade camp will be directed by Matt Wilson and Aaron Larson—83 students are pre-registered. If the youth pastor isn’t excited about camps, the teens won’t go. The rationalization for moving from 3 camps to 2 is this: Most youth pastors can’t go to 3 camps. Plus with mission trips, youth pastors can stay excited. July is freed up for a mission trip month. There were also complaints about the age group separations last year. Aaron reminded us a few things about 9th-12th camp: Registrations are due by the 15th of this month for senior high camp. Challenge course will be used. Great speakers. New firepit at the camp. No sparks or smoke, 60” diameter. Rich get Rick camp reg.. forms. If everyone could compile video and pictures we could create something to make camp more exciting. Larry mentioned that it’s a hard sell to get teens to go to camp that haven’t come as children. Aaron started an incentive at his church –1st time at camp is $30 off the cost. Jill said that she remembers kids camp and it was awesome, but teen camps are harder because its all about the dating and breaking up after a week. Counselors are even focused on this and aren’t friendly to everyone. Rick suggested that Brenton Blowers create a promotional video for churches to advertise camps with--he will be around this summer. WaPac & orepac camps are run by NYI, so NYI has to advertise. Here on this district we don’t advertise much for camps because NYI isn’t in charge. DVD’s would possibly sell to a youth group like Larry’s. We have video & DVD’s from the past years if we could get Brenton to put it together. Rick will work on this. Jill commented that if you sell the movies to the campers it could cut down the cost.

Indoor Camp Meeting is going to be July 26-30; Wednesday – Sunday. Teen activities were run by Matt Ward as the college age rep. But its not the responsibility of the college age reps. Rich is looking for new ideas/input for these youth activities. He needs to delegate responsibilities to everyone on the council. We can create new and great activities that have never been done. Needs to be inexpensive. Bowling was the most $$$ last year at $5. Location: Nampa 1st. Services nightly from 7pm – 8:30 pm. Council agreed that it would be great to have a speaker who is relevant to the teens. Suggestions for fun events after services: Battle of the bands. Winning band from main event play at camp meeting. Have youth stuff just on Friday. Let Idaho Falls stay the night and do a couple events together for distance churches to come. Saturday afternoon water day at Karcher park. We could start with just having a special speaker for just one night like Friday. Rich will contact DS about Friday night youth service. (Update: Dr Borger is against this at this late date). Here is the plan so far: go to services nightly at 7pm with adults. After service activities: Bowling on Wednesday. Jeff Miller is in charge of bowling. Friday is battle of bands with ice cream: Rick Shewell will be in charge. Use karcher park Sat. afternoon before the Sat service. Saturday water stuff will be led by Jen Chase and Rachael Allen. 

Thank you for being leaders on the district. Rich has trouble delegating; thanks for your help.

Quizzing report from Jennifer Chase. Main Event was an open tournament. We had several teams compete at Regional Main Event: All-star team, district championship team, and another all-star team for open division. Open division was for Baptist churches. District championship church from college church was 4th. All-star team got 3rd. One kid is going to Nationals in Okla City during 4th of July week. Next season is Acts—I would love to come out and show your youth groups how it works. Please note: You need to be signed up for NYC to go to Nationals next year. This will be good incentive for a few kids who weren’t going to NYC before. Quiz scholarships--top five got $100. If they go to NYC, we are doubling it. And we are doing it next year as well. We will go to Nationals every 2 years. We have 2 district quiz seats they are very nice. Quiz dates are not confirmed next year. They won’t be on 3 day weekends next year. Aaron suggested planning them on the second Saturday of every month, unless it’s a holiday.

Motion carries to accept the quizzing report.

Sound system update from Rich. It has been switched over to 2 smaller cases. It was used at Main Event. Case is stackable w/wheels. 2 people can lift it now. It will be used at camps this summer.

Special announcement: NMI pre-service at District Assembly at College Church, May 23 at 5:30 p.m. – 6:30p.m. Free pizza, bring used clothes or completed crisis care kits.

District/Regional Main Event from Jeff. There were 140 more people than previous years at regionals. Our district had 114 from 9 churches. It will be a week earlier next year because NNU’s school is being shortened one week. Few people from our district stay on campus. April 20-22, 2007. 297 people from 18 churches attended District Main Event. Would love to see more churches. Jeff passed around a proposal for next years District Main Event. This event is turning into a big monster with its growth. Rich needs to focus on convention only and not the whole event. Motion carries to accept this proposal.

NYC report from Bill-everyone is supposed to bring canned food for a feeding of the 5,000 families. Aaron suggested buying food there instead of trying to fly it there in our bags. The new, exciting things to attend will be the workshops. For example, in the film school, groups of student will get a camera and there will be professionals there to coach the students. Habitat for Humanity will build 2 houses that week and students will work on those. Worship bands will get professional advice in the One Audience worshops (they don’t need to bring drums). There will be an extra cost for some of the seminars. Look on website, if your church makes a movie they could win scholarship money. Encourage people to pay the first $100, then the rest is easier. There is some concern about the cost. Breakdown is: Registration is $450, travel is $300, hotel is $300, sponsor cost is $131, food before/after is $100, six flags is $25, $60 contingency, $50 giveaways.

Upcoming events

Found on www.imnyi.com. Click on events button for the calendar. There are approximately 80 districts on USA/Canada. We are a part of one district and the quizzing director, district trainer, and NYC director all go to a DLC training annually. Sept 23 is our next council meeting. Mark it on your calendar. Notice district teen winter retreat. M7 will be in Kansas City and will be a conference on Evangelism/Ministry. GS’s have paid for 10 college kids from every district to attend. Kids would only have to pay for travel. Anyone who is interested in reaching the USA/Canada region for Jesus, pastors, laypeople, students can attend.

College mission trip is set for December break. Nazarene disaster response to Katrina might be where we want to go. 

Next general assembly will be in Orlando, FL in 2009. We vote on the delegates from our district a year in advance at NYI convention.

NYC comment: once you send your money in to the general church, it is non-refundable.

Rich passed around job descriptions and policies. The age division director’s job description isn’t official. The executive council will create a job description and have it approved by the whole council. Jeff Edmiston will set quarterly meetings for the executive council.

The meeting is adjourned at 11:50am.
